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Analyzing creative products has long played an important
role in the study of creativity, and continues to be a significant
concern of those involved in the assessment of creativity
(e.g., Treffinger, 1980). Obtaining a valid assessment of the
level of creativeness of a person or a product (referred to
as the "criterion problem") has been a matter of importance
to some of the earliest researchers (e.g., Drevdahl, 1956)
to those presently engaged in the field. Treffinger and Poggio
(1972) emphasized the importance of research on criterion
related validity and stressed the need for continued research
on this topic. The purposes of this paper. therefore. are:

1. To review the extensive theoretical and research
literature concerned with the analysis of creative
products.

2. To provide a logical simtnests of the many criteria
that have been proposed for analyzing creative
products.

3. To identify some specific directions for future
research on the criterion problem.

The literature on creativity contains many different"strands"
or emphases. These include several strikingly different
theoretical frameworks (Gowan. 1972; Treffinger, 1980), as
well as varying emphases on the characteristics of creative
people, the process of creativity. creative products or the
social context in which creativity occurs ~nd is recognized.

*This article is based upon the first author's Master~ Project at the Inter
disciplinary Center for Creative Studies. State Unitfersity College at Buffalo.
under the direction of the second author.
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The literature itself sometimes confuses the reader by
assuming a parallel between the criteria for evaluating
creative persons with the criteria for evaluating creative
products (Brogden £, Sprecher, 1964). Skager, Schultz and
Klein (1966), however, stated that the evaluation of the
creative product gives "a means for establishing referents
for the concept 'creativity' ... Brogden and Sprecher con
c1uded that approaching the study of creativity through
the analysis of the creative product would come closest to
solving the criterion problem (1964), However, Rhodes
stated unequivocally that objective investigation could
proceed only in the direction from product to person to
press (Rhodes, 1961). It is Rhodes' stance that is upheld
in this article.

Metaphorically, the creative product may be thought of
as a manifest "brain-child." As Rhodes (1961) stated.
"Products are the artifacts of thoughts," Products are the
tangible result of the creative process. Followinq the Osborn
Parnes model. they are the "Action," or the solution which
is incomplete until implementation has taken place. The
classic definition of the creative product was offered by
Brogden and Sprecher (964):

A product may be a physical object- an article or
patent-s- or it may be a theoretical system .... It
may be a equation or a new technique .... It is not
uniquely bound up with the life of an individual.

The earliest extensive contributions were made by Ghiselin
and Lacklen in 1957at the Second University of Utah Research
Conference on the Identification of Creative Scientific Talent
(Taylor, 1959). They suggested that the criterion problem
might be addressed through studies of creative products and
offered definitions of products and criteria (Taylor, 1959).
Brogden and Sprecher (964) stated that only 14 studies
offering any substantial research on the criterion problem
had been published. Even among these few, most studies
dealt with criteria for identifying the creative person, not
the creative product. "Value (immediate, long range, social.
economic or scientific, informational value)" and the differen
tiation between personal and social newness were criteria
cited in this publication (Brogden £, Sprecher, 1964). The
single most significant paper since that time is Jackson
and Messick's oft·cited article, in which the authors offered
four criteria for evaluating creative products:

1. novelty (unusualness),

2. appropriateness of the solution (to both the
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problem and to the solution's various parts),

3. transformation (the ability of the product to
actually create new forms rather than to merely
improve upon pre-existent ones), and

4. the power of "condensation" of the product,
the combined economy and elegance of the
solution which is not simply "right" but "just
right" (Jackson £, Messick, 1965).

While creativity researchers may have been focusing on
other issues, business researchers and practitioners in the
field of new product development have been writing and
publishing practical criteria for determining the marketability
of new products. The Experimental Center for the Advance
ment of Invention and Innovation at the University of Oregon
lists some 33 evaluative criteria including, for example,
"product life cycle, durability and investment costs" (Udell
£, Baker, 1978).

Although the topic of criteria for evaluating creative
products has a long history, it is not the case that there has
been "closure." There is yet no conclusive "set of criteria"
for evaluating creative products. Thus. there may be many
benefits from continued inquiry in this area.

Our language changes over time, and an occasional effort
at stating definitions and gaining consensus of them can be
helpful in assuring that researchers are denoting the same
qualities by the same terms. Developing a set of testable
hypotheses by using one widely applicable set of criteria will
also be important in the future. If the yardsticks can be
agreed upon, they can be used to measure. If they cannot,
independent measurements, however interesting, may not
be validly compared. If there really is a group of charac
teristics which contribute to the creativeness of a product,
then it must be possible (albeit difficult) to identify those
qualities, to measure the extent of their presence in a product
and ultimately to train people to develop their abilities to
make their products more creative.

EXPERIMENTAL Several experimental studies are especially interesting in
STUDIES their contributions to our knowledge about standards for

judging creative products. Many studies which address the
"criterion problem" have been concerned with establishing
valid criteria for identifying the creative personality, rather
than for evaluating creative products. The present review
will be limited specifically to criteria for evaluating creative
products.
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Ward and Cox (1974) investigated the evaluation of several
thousand "little green things" sent to a New York City radio
station in 1969 during a contest to select the best and most
humorous entries.

The authors were interested in determining whether sex
or socioeconomic status correlated with the evaluated
creativeness of the products submitted. In two studies using
the contest entries as the products being evaluated, the
authors found that by using only the criteria, "originality,
infrequency, attractiveness, humor, complexity and effort,"
significant correlations could be detected between social
status and judged creativity in the case of products which
showed at least a moderate investment of effort. In the second
study, all of the other criteria were defined as bei~'g sub
criteria of "originality." The three most important factors
making up the judgment were humor, amount of effort and
infrequency, which here was defined as "how rare or un
common this object or objects like it are in this set of
objects" (Ward £, Cox, 1974). This points out the importance
of judging relative creativity on the basis of comparing
products within a set or a universe which has at least some
common characteristics. Another interesting feature of the
studies was their use of lay judges whose "expertness"
lay in their agreement to judge according to certain pre
defined and previously aqreed-upon criteria.

In a study reported in 1972, Taylor and Sandler used a
"Creative Product Inventory" to evaluate the creative
products of chemists, hoping that they could train the
chemists to do more creative work by realizing what
characteristics to stress in their products. In this study
significant positive correlations were found between the
products evaluated on the developed instrument (The CPt)
and part 2 of Torrance's Test of Creative Thinking (Figural
Form A and B). In the study the chemists. after a training
period, were challenged to make aesthetic products from a
variety of materials. The correlations might have been even
greater had the chemists' future creative products in
chemistry been evaluated. While ratings of products using
the CPI and the ITCT's evaluation of the scientists did not
correlate significantly with supervisors' ratings of the level
of creativity present in the chemists, this maysay more about
the supervisors than it does about the judging instrument.
Since the criteria appeared to be operating independently,
Taylor and Sandler had appraently isolated some valid
aspects of varying degrees of creativeness in products.
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Another study (Barron. Gaines. Lee & Marlow, 1973) helps
explain why some of the early work in extablishing criteria
for creative products seems to have appeared and dis
appeared in the literature. Two teams of raters evaluated art
products on several descriptive dimensions. On the objective,
descriptive criteria there was great interrater reliability, but
on the one subjective dimension of "merit," the two evalu
ating teams' ratings were significantly but negatively cor
related. Clearly each of the two teams had quite different
definitions for the term "merit." This led the authors to
conclude that the basis of choice is often unclear to those
who make them. The results might have been clarified,
however, had steps been taken to provide more extensive
analysis of the meaning of "merit."

In a review of studies on the evaluation of art, Perkins
(1979) investigated the relationship of val ue and descriptive
criteria. He concluded that, with effort, perceptions of art
work based upon different kinds of criteria might be
accomplished with some agreement. He contended:

Perhaps with effort and practice, common percep
tions and evaluation of works of art could be
achieved. Perhaps the more fully and sensitively
works were observed, the more evaluations would
turn out to converge ... For if there is to be any
hope of finding, or, one might better say, construct·
ing a common aesthetic reality, viewers would need
to look more carefully and thoroughly at works.
trust initial perceptions less, crosscheck them more
with other individuals, attempt alternative percep
tions of the work, determine from others what sig
nificant features might have been missed, locate
and recognize as such ambiguities of a work's
appearance, set aside first conclusions that turn
out to be attributable to personal idiosyncracies,
and so on (Perkins. 1979).

.... Eichenberger (1972) developed a judging instrument for
evaluating physics students' inventive solutions, given the
challenge of illustrating certain physics principles. The
judging instrument was based upon the characteristics of
creative scientists rather than upon the criteria for creative
products. Validity along several dimensions was established
by. computing correlations between rated creativeness of
the products and a number of other measures. While not all
the correlations were significant, the data indicated that it
was possible to evaluate quickly and effectively the products
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of the creative process in physics using the instrument.

In this review, more than 90 sources have been considered.
yielding more than 125 specific criteria. Consideration of the
similarities among these criteria. with repsect to names and
definitions. enabled us to group the criteria into 14 general
categories. These categories were further classified into
three general dimensions: Novelty. Resolution and Elabora
tion and Synthesis. It should be ernphasized that the
present classification is an arbitrary attempt to organize
the many specific criteria in the literature for more effective
description. Neither the 14 categories nor the three general
dimensions have been investigated empirically. We hope,
however. that the model proposed here will have heuristic
value. New directions for research will be described after
the model has been presented and criteria described. Table
I presents a summary of the three dimensions of the model.
and the criteria subsumed under each dimension.

All three categories are hypothesized as fundamental
dimensions, independent variables of creativeness mani
fested in creative products. They may be visualized as a
three-dimensional matrix as illustrated in Figure 1.

Novelty refers to the extent of newness of the product: in
terms of the number and extent of new processes, new tech
niques. new materials, new concepts included; in terms of
the newness of the product both in and out of the field; in
terms of the effects of the product on future creative products.
It includes three of the four specific factors: original, germinal
and transformational.

Original. The most often cited criterion of creativeness
is originality. Defined by Guilford as "statistical infrequency"
(Guilford, 1950), this value may be thought of as newness,
novelty. remoteness or unusualness. When thinking of the
products of creativity we may better understand the concept
of "statistical infrequency" by asking, "In everyday solutions
to this problem, how frequently would I find this solution
occurring in the natural course of things?" Regarding art
works, we might ask, "In a gallery of paintings (or sculptures
or whatever other art form) how likely would we be to see a
work like this?" In judging the creative work of children or
novices, one might measure the originality by considering the
frequency with which this kind of solution occurs within a
group of children of like-age or iike-experience. In essence,
here. we are talking about the degree of deviance from the
normal incidence of occurrence of similar products in the
population at hand.
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TABLE I Definitions of dimension categories and criteria.

Novelty Resolution Elaboration and Synthesis

~ I

The extent of newness of the prod
uct: in terms of the number and
extent of new processes, new tech
niques, new materials, new con
cepts included; in terms of the
newness of the product both in and
out of field; in terms of the effects
of the product on future creative
products.

Germinal The product is likely to
suggest additional future creative
products.
Original The product is unusual
or infrequently seen in a universe
of products made by people with
similar experience and training.
Transformational The product is
so revolutionary that it forces a shift
in the way that reality is perceived
by users, listeners or viewers.

Like the resolution of a musical
chord, the degree to which the
product fits or meets the needs of
the problematic situation.

Adequate The product answers
enough of the needs of the prob
lematic situation.
Appropriate The solution fils or
applies to the problematic situa
tion.
Logical The product or solution
follows the accepted and under
stood rules for the discipline.
Gseful The product has clear,
practical applications.
Valuable The product is judged
worthy by users, listeners, or view
ers because it fills a financial, phys
ical, social or psychological need.

The degree to which the product
combines unlike elements into a
refined developed, coherent whole,
statement or unit.

Attractive The product corn
mands the attention of viewer, lis
tener or user.
Complex The product or solution
contains many elements at one or
more levels.
Elegant The solution is expressed
in a refined, understated way.
Expressive The product is pres
ented in a communicative, under
standable manner.
Organic The product has a sense
of wholeness or completeness
about it.
Well·crafted The product has
been worked and reworked with
care to develop it to its highest
possible level for that point in time.
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The extent to which an idea is new then is an important
partial indicator of its creativeness. Originality is the prime
criterion in establishing patentability. The importance of the
criterion is well-stated by Koestler, "The principle mark of
genius is not perfection, but originality, the opening of new
frontiers; once this is done the conquered territory becomes
common property" (Koestler, 1964).

Variations may exist along several dimensions of newness.
One may ask "To whom is this idea new?" If it is new only
to the creator, it is not as original as an idea which is new
to an organization, or new to the culture. One may ask about
the extent of novelty within the product itself. Is the product
new in only one way? If it is new merely in regard to the
materials of construction, the U.S. Patent Office does not
consider it new enough to be patentable. The more aspects
of the products which are new, the higher is the level of
originality seen in the product. A product which is" startlingly"
new may verge on the level of "transformation."

Seventeen sources offered criteria related to originality,
with variations of degree or language. These included:
ingenious (Eichenberger, 1972; Q's and A's, 1979); less
than logical consistency with other experiences (Guilford in
Jackson [, Messick, 1965); novelty (Brogden [, Sprecher,
1964; Mednick, 1964; Jackson [, Messick, 1965; Martinson
[, Seagoe, 1967; Carlinsky, 1976; General Information
Concerning Patents, 1979); original (Maslow, 1959; Maltz·
man, 1960; Koestler, 1964; Martinson [, Seagoe, 1967;
Eichenberger. 1972; I.A, Taylor, 1972: Barron et al., 1973;
Ward f, Cox, 1974: Helson, 1978; Q's 5 A's. 1979); produced
independently (Rhodes, 1957); personal newness (Brogden
£, Sprecher, 1964); unusualness (Jackson f, Messick, 1965:
Guilford, 1968; Ward £, Cox, 1974); and student's own idea
(Eichenberger, 1972).

Germinal. One of the higher level criteria for creative.
products is that they stimulate applications and more creative
activity both in their own field and in other areas. Selye (in
Taylor, 1959) and Brogden and Sprecher (1964) called this
characteristic "generalizability" while I.A. Taylor (1972)
termed it "generation." Gamble in 'Taylor's 1959 work calls
it "breadth of applicability." The word "genius" and "genera
tion" are from the same Latin root which the Oxford
Dictionary translates as meaning "to beget or to bring into
being." The idea behind the words is that a product is
more creative if it has a greater influence on the development
of other later products. Brogden and Sprecher (1964) also
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emphasized "new implications." Q's [; A's )1979) stressed
"extent of use:'

Transformational. A yardstick often viewed as the highest
level of creativity is the criterion of transformation, This may
be defined as the extent to which the product forces a new
way of looking at the world, After a profoundly transfor
mational product, the world "will never be the same again,"
Ghiselin wrote that the criterion of creative products was
"their effect in imposing 'new order' within the universe of
meanings" (quoted by Gamble in Taylor, 1959). Jackson and
Messick described the transformational product as one which
has the power to "defy tradition and, .. yield a new perspec
tive," "to overcome conventional restraints"", or to force a
"radical shift in approach" (1965). They echoed the U,S.
Patent Office in finding that transformation involves more
than obvious improvements, I.A, Taylor (1972) cited a
similar criterion "reformulation," and defined it as "the extent
to which the product introduces significant change or
modification,"

Resolution Resolution includes criteria which pertain to the correct-
ness or rightness of the solution to the problematic situation.
These are: logical. appropriate, adequate, useful and valuable.

Logical. Five authors cited the perhaps surprising criterion
of "logical." Not all used that term, but they isolated a
concept which was the convergent "answer" that is rnathe
matica lIy or scientifica lIy ..correct" (e.q. Eichenberger,
1972). This criterion is defined as the extent to which the
product is scientifically "true" or "valid," the extent to which
the solution is consistent with the facts, or the extent to which
the product follows the "rules of the game," If the product
is merely logical, we do not term it "creative." It must also
have an element of newness to deserve that appellation,
Interestingly enough, the criterion "logical" can also dis
qualify an invention for patentability (Gilfillan, 1964), If
the invention is so logical that it could have been devised
by anyone with a suitable background and with the benefits of
good hard work (see Well-crafted), the invention is denied
the patent. The Patent Office demands the ingenuity that the
"spark of genius" has traditionally assigned to the creative
person,

Jackson and Messick (1965) discussed the logical qualities
of a creative solution as an aspect of "appropriateness"
while other authors (e.q., Barron, 1969; Battcock, 1973)
isolated it as a discrete judgment.

Adequate. This criterion is a very basic one which must
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be met before higher levels of creativity may be perceived.
Several authors cited criteria which relate to the adequacy of
a product (or solution) in meeting a need or in performing a
desired function. Gerald Udell's criteria for evaluating new
product ideas (Udell, Baker [, O'Neill, 1977) contained many
aspects of adequacy, including functional feasibility, need
and perceived function. While the criterion of adequacy
exists at a relatively low level, it is interesting to note that as
the need or importance of the problem becomes greater
and greater, the creativity of the solution which is merely
"adequate" is rated higher and higher. McPherson discusses
the concept of "inventilevel" in regard to the difficulty of
the problem at hand, the previous failure of the other
solutions tried, and even the skepticism of the experts in
the field as to the possibility of solving the particular problem
(McPherson, 1963). The solution which overcomes these
obstacles "adequately" is considered "novel" in terms of the
patent law. An interesting merger between the novel and the
relevant in one criterion measure is therein demonstrated.
Were the problematic situation not so important, the
problem would be set aside; or were the need adequately
met without much effort (see v/ett-creited) the creativity
rating would be relatively low. Criteria related to this
measure, in Brunner's (1963) definition were predictive
effectiveness, formal effectiveness or metaphorical effec
tiveness. Other terms included in this criterion were: correct
ness (Henle, 1963), providing the solution (Brogden [,
Sprecher, 1964), adequacy in meeting a need (Barron,
1969), and importance of operation affected (Q's [, A's,
1979),

Appropriate. Similar to Adequate, this criterion measures
whether or not a solution fits the problematic situation in
a way that makes sense, where "adequate" measures how
well the solution fits. This criterion may be defined as the
extent to which the solution is suitable to the needs of the
problematic situation, I.A. Taylor (1972) called the criterion
"relevancy" and defined it as the "extent to which the
product satisfactorily provides a solution to problems,"
Barron (1969) called this criterion "aptness," while Jackson
and Messick (1965) discussed the "fie both "external and
internal." This criterion impinges upon the related term
"logical" because both criteria call for a solution which
meets a certain expectation. Parnes, Noller and Biondi (1977)
cited this criterion, termed "relevance," as equally important
with "uniqueness" in evaluating the "delicate balance" of
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creative action. Other relevant statements of this criterion
included: makes sense (Rhodes, 1957) and socially relevant
(Nitsche, 1974).

Useful. This criterion was cited in several sources pro
posed for evaluating very different kinds of products
(Mednick, 1964; Eichenberger, 1972; Lawai, 1974; Will.
1979; General Information Concerning Patents. 1979).
Usefulness is a prime criterion for patentability. yet in
practice the word "operable" sometimes replaces the word
..useful." Design patents replace this criterion with ..orna
mental" (Gilfillan, 1964), and interesting crossover of criteria
between Useful and Attractive or Complex. Eichenberger
cited usefulness as a criterion measure of the creativeness
of products of invention in physics. In an article about art
products sponsored by corporations, Will (1979) maintained
that such products are in fact useful, although popular
opinion seldom finds them so. In his comments he spoke of
the social usefulness of the works of art in expressing cul
tural values and emotions. Mednick's definition of creativity
was based on the formation in the mind of associative links
between elements into new combinations which"either
meet specified requirements or are in some ways useful"
(Mednick. 1964).

Julia Child, the popular gourmet chef and author reit-
erated Mednick's point of view:

Strictly speaking, true creation in cookery would be
inventing mayonnaise, or ice cream. An entirely
new thing. Probably many new things stemmed from
accidents of chance. but it is important to be able
to recognize that something has happened and
know what to do with it and be able to repeat it
("Creativity," 1977).

But lest we dismiss too soon an invention like mayonnaise.
Virgil Thompson. music critic and composer stated that:

The composer of music is very much like a cook
a classical cook in some cases, in others an inven
tive cook varying the classical recipes, a diet cook
(like the serialists) limiting his output to what he
thinks is good for you, or an ingenious housewife
type always running up something out of leftovers
(Thompson, 1969). )

LawaI's (1974) treatise on Yoruba aesthe'iCs stated the
importance to that group of Nigerian people;af the criterion
of usefulness.

Valuable. This criterion refers to the judged worth of the
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product. This seems to be one of the very most subjective
criteria which occurs in the literature. It also causes a great
deal of difficulty in judging products if the criterion is not
carefully and extensively defined in the context of the evalua
tion taking place. The value may be intrinsic, social, infor
mational, economic or personal. If judges are not aware of
which sense of the word "value" is to be considered, inter
judge reliability can suffer. Even the fairly clear-cut criterion
"economic value" or "savings affected" can mean savings
in investment costs, savings over the long run, short-term
savings, or savings in any number of other factors. These
points become especially relevant when one begins to evalu
ate Ideasto become new manufactured products.

Specific citations of the criterion "valuable" were found
in several sources. These included: immediate, long range,
social, economic or scientific value (Brogden & Sprecher,
1964); informational value (Brogden [, Sprecher, 1964);
intrinsic worth and processing some value beyond the ordin
ary (Martinson & Seagoe, 1967); merit (Barron et aI., 1973);
intrinsic worth (Lawai, 1974); worth (Carlinsky. 1976); and
resultant savipqs (Q's (; A 's, 1979).

Eloborotlonond The third dimension of the matrix, Elaboration and
SynthesIs Synthesis, involves considerations of style. It includes six

criteria: expressive, complex, well-crafted, attractive, organic
and elegant. Usually thought of as aesthetic qualities, these

I
criteria may also apply to other products. Mathematical
solutions are often described in terms that sound aesthetic.
Solutions are called Elegant. Complex, Attractive. The
category is an interesting one because it illustrates the
divergent/convergent aspects which are often cited as
making up "balanced" creativity (Parnes, Noller [, Biondi,
1977). This stylistic category refers to the degree of manipu
lation which has taken place in "developing" the solution.
While the field from which alternatives are selected is not
always readily seen, the "just-rightness" of a solution is
often apparent to the observer through the familiar "Aha!"
experience. These stylistic criteria are more subjective than
some others; they depend for their reliability on a common
ality of expression between the creator and the observer.
This is the area in which the necessity for expert judges has
been a traditional concern, though Ward and Cox managed
to avoid the need for expert judges in the laboratory by
giving clear definitions of evaluative criteria to lay judges
(Ward [, Cox, 1974).

Expressive. This criterion measures the success with
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which the creator communicates with the observer. With
artistic products this criterion relates to the effectiveness of
the use of the elements or media. In evaluating inventions,
this criterion relates to the ease with which the user interacts
with the invention. Koestler discussed the importance of
"emphasis" in the artistic product. He maintained that
through the selection, exaggeration and simplification the
artist is successful in communicating with the observer
(Koestler, 1964). Other specific descriptions of criteria in
this category include: effectiveness of expression (Martinson
£, Seagoe, 1967); fluidity and freedom (Skager £, Schultz,
1966); socially acceptable affects (Eichenberger, 1972);
infection or understandability, expression in communica
tion, and the "individual's perception of himself and his
relationship to the universe which surrounds him" (Tolstoy,
in Jahn, 1975).

Complex. The criterion of complexity may include several
types of complexity: technical, ideational and phenomenal
(Barron, et aI., 1973). The phenomenally complex work of
art is "busy" but it "goes nowhere." One may imagine a
Rube Goldberg invention that is complex at that level.
Technical or ideational complexity is more~ mere "busy
ness," Ideational complexity may be see to be related to
Transformation, especially when expres ed in a subtle,
Elegant way. Here three discrete criteria meld to describe a
very high level product. In fact, Barron et al. (1973) con
sidered the relationship of complex processes and simple
expressions to be the hallmark of creativity. Charlie Mangus,
the noted jazz musician, expressed this concern simply:

Creativity is more than just being different ... Any
body can play weird: that's easy. What's hard is to
be as simple as Bach ... Making the simple compli
cated is commonplace: making the complicated
simple, awsomely simple, that's creativity ("Crea
tivity," 1977),

The criterion of complexity has also been described as
gradation of values and variety in shapes or patterns
(Burkhart, 1962) or depth (Helson, 1978).

Well-crafted. The criterion of well-crafted relates to the
amount of effort expended in the production of creative
products and the care with which ideas are developed, When
used in evaluating an artistic product the judge may look at
the finish of a piece of furniture or the meticulous application
of paint in a "hard-edge" painting. In a business action-plan
the term well-crafted might ask the judge to look at the
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level of acceptance-flndinq and planning for implementation
(Parnes, Noller & Biondi. ] 977) which has taken place. The
notion of the well-crafted product reflects thespontaneous
deliberate polarity noted by Burkhart (1962) in art students'
styles. In the Yoruba culture, this criterion is described as
well·made....:.. "ewa" (Lawai, ]974). Other variations included:
carefully done and deliberate (Skager f, Schultz. 1966).
attention to detail (Eichenberger. 1972) and effort invested
(Ward f, Cox, 1974; Q's {; A '5, 1979).

Attractive. The criterion of attractiveness is a categoriz
ation of a number of related criteria. This criterion is to be
understood as something which attracts the attention of the
viewer or observer. This use of the word is something dif
ferent from its use in common parlance. While the criterion
may place a value on beauty. it also places value upon sur
prise. humor or enjoyment. Twelve authors had something
to say about this subjective criterion which relates to the
observers' interaction with the product. Notable in artistic
criteria is Huxtable's criterion of "beauty," While she cited
beauty as a prime criterion in judging architecture. she
warned, "Don't look for something pretty. Look again"
(Huxtable. ]969). Here. this criterion impinges upon the
value of Elegance or "condensation:' i.e.. the power of the
product to command the attention and thought of the ob
server. Specific descriptions of this criterion in the literature
included: unexpected (Maslow. ]959). surprising (Selye in
Taylor, 1959; Bruner. 1963; Brogden £,. Sprecher, J964),
humor (Skager f, Schultz, 1966; Ward f, Cox, 1974). beauty
and delight (Huxtable, 1969), hedonics (I.A. Taylor, ]972).
enjoyment, entertainment or pleasure (Battoock, J973),
appearance (Udell f, Baker. 1978) or charm (Helson, 1978),

Organic. While this criterion may suggest an application
in aesthetic products, it was also found used by authors
discussing inventions (Battcock, 1973; Eichenberger. 1972),
the criterion may be defined as the extent to which a product
has an organizational unity or comprehensiveness and com
pleteness about it. The criterion was cited by Burkhart (1962)
as the one value which remained constant whether the
student worked in a spontaneous or deliberate manner,

Organic has also been described in a variety of specific
ways, including: integrative (Maslow, 1959); spatial. organ
izational unity (Burkhart, 1962); comprehensiveness (Brog·
den £,. Sprecher. 1964); balance and proportion (Barnes,
1969); aesthetic sense of unity and organization of complex
disorder from nature (Eichenberger. 1972); and a coherent
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whole (Battcock, 1973). However, when one creates the organ
izationally unified product in a refined and economical
statement, one verges on the next criterion of style, Elegant.

Elegant. Elegance is one mark of the extremely creative
product. The criterion may be defined as the extent to which
the product provides an understated or economical solution.
Synonyms are "subtle," "deft," Jackson and Messick used
the term "condensation" meaning the quality of products
which "do not divulge their total meaning on first viewing"
(1965). They stated that these products are"worthy of pon
dering." They also mentioned the use of the simple to repre
sent the complex as did Barron in his discussion of complexity
(Barron et aI., 1973). Koestler pointed out that the Japanese
have a word to represent this quality, "shlbuyl," which may
be translated "economy," "implicitness" or that which "calls
for extrapolation, interpretation and transposition" (Koestler,
1964). Henle (1963) referred to this criterion as harmony,
while it has been variously described by others as deftness
(Barnes, 1969), aesthetic fit (Barron, 1969), efficiency
(Huxtable, 1969) or finding the simplest alternative which
covers the facts (Eichenberger, 1972).

Throughout the literature on creative products which has
been reviewed, some topics seem to recur as problems.
These issues were mentioned in the late 1950s and are still
mentioned today. Often the problems have semantic bases:
problems in definition, aspects of originality, the perceptions
of those other that the creator of the product and the prac
tical administration of a judging instrument.

If one postulates the criterion Useful as a criterion neces
sary for creativity, then unless one will admit "social use
fulness" or "expressive usefulness" one must; reject works
of fine art as being creative. This points up a problem of
logic, since works of fine art are usually considered creative.
The three-dimensional model developed earlier, the Creative
Product Analysis Matrix, helps to put these semantic prob
lems into perspective. The criteria outlined in the model are
intended to "fit" all types of creative products. While it is
important that the creative product exists along the three
proposed dimensions, it is not necessary for the product to
excel on all 14 separate criteria.

As the matrix illustrates, a product may be high on the
dimension of !'Iovelty, low on Elaboration and Synthesis
and high on Resolution. For example, a plan for a new office
procedure may be quite new to the office, address needs
effectively, but still contain some flaws to be remedied in an
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action planning phase. Likewise a work of art (visual or per
formed) might be a careful and beautiful expression of the
artist's established style at that point in his or her career, but
lower on the Novelty scale than some of the artist's earlier
works. The artist, at that point. might have been working
more on the resolution of the problem. or on developing
the style than on the novelty of the work. One hypothesis
open to testinq is:

It is impossible to develop a judging instrument
which is applicable to many fields based upon the
three dimensions of 14 criteria outlined above.
(For information about the preliminary form of such
an instrument. readers are invited to write to the
authors.)

One might argue that the product is not "creative" if it
does not rate high on the Novelty scale. While it is true that
the greatest creative works could be conceived of as rating
at the highest point on all three scales, it is also possible
for a work to be less than uniformly creative on all dimensions.
That is, in fact, the case with most creative products. These
less-than-perfectly-creative products are, happily. found often
in the lives of most people. Maslow expressed this when he
said that "a first-rate soup is more creative than a second
rate painting" (Maslow, 1959). Table 2 provides a brief
illustration of how various products might be classified with
respect to the 14 criteria discussed in this review.

Another question which will certainly become more visible
in the development and validation of judging instruments
revolves around the several aspects of originality. These
questions consider whether or not the product is to be con
sidered new to the creator even if it is not new to the socio
logical context within which the creator worked. Judgments
always must be based on norms for the population within
which the creator lives aJ::ldfor works. Maltzman (1960) stated
clearly that uncommonness must be established for each
given situation. It might also be possible to hypothesize
evaluating the products of certain individuals over time to
detect and develop creative ability. By expanding the number
of criteria considered, it becomes possible to make more
accurate judgments of the various factors. At the same time,
by categorizing the factors into the three dimensions:
Novelty. Resolution. and Elaboration and Synthesis
(style) the schema becomes easier to grasp. It becomes
easier for the creator for purposes of self-training and
easier for the researcher for purposes of generating hypoth-
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eses to be tested. One hypothesis implied is that it is possible
to improve the level of creativeness evidenced in the product
of the creator by training him/her as to the dimensions and
criteria which are cited as desirable for creative products.
Taylor and Sandler (1972) did this with some success.

Another complex issue involves the perceptions of those
other than the creator of the creative product. Establishing
the Novelty of a product within its given context may be
not nearly so difficult as agreeing upon the degree of
Resolution, and that not so difficult as :gaining consensus
regarding the degree of Elaboration and Synthesis or
style. These latter issues are so difficult, in fact, that many
have argued that agreement is impossible. Beck (1969)
contended, for example, that "art evaluation is a nebulous,
often specious activity." Others (Skager et al., 1966; Thomp
son, 1969) believed that while it is possible to evaluate art
products, the evaluation must be done by highly trained
judges. Still, Skager et al. (1966) concluded that even when
different criteria are used by different groups of expert
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rejected by a group do exist. Thus, a way of stating the
standard is "Visible improvements ... which do not threaten
established ways" (Publishing in Education, 1971). While
this definition clearly excluded the Transformational, it
pointed up the importance of the acceptance by some
group. One might wonder, does the size of the group accept
ing the innovation serve as an indicator of the level of
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While Thompson stressed the need for expert judges,
Barnes (1969) stated, "With dancers it never ceases to sur
prise how accurate is common opinion."
The analysis of creative products has been a challenging
problem in the study of creativity for more than two decades.
We believe that the mode described in this review may be
useful for generating hypotheses that can be tested in a
planful, systematic manner to advance our understanding
of the complex phenomenon of creativity.
BARRON. F. Creative person and creative process. NYC: Holt. 1969.

BARRON. F.. GAINES. R.. LEE. D. [, MARLOW. C. Problems and pitfalls in
the use of rating schemes to describe visual art. Perceptual and Molar
Skills. 1973.37.523'530.

BATTCOCK. G. Aesthetics and/or transportation. Arts MagaZine. Septem·
ber-October. 1973.33·35.

BARNES. C. Dance. In Kronenberger. L. (ed.), Quality: its image in the arts.
NYC: Atheneum. 1969.

BECK. AW. Children's art: a case against contests. School Arts. 1969.
3.'18·19.



177

The Journal of Creative Behavior

BROGDEN. HE.. [, SPRECHER, T.B. Criteria of creativity. In Taylor. CW..
(ed.), Creativity. progress and potential. NYC: McGraw Hill. 1964.

BRUNER. J.S. The conditions of creativity. In Gruber. H.E.. Terrell. G. [,
Wertheimer. M.. (ed.). Contemporary approaches to creative thinking.
NYC: Atherton Press. 1963.

BRUKHART. R.C. Spontaneous and deliberate ways of learning. Scranton:
International Textbook. 1962.

CARLlNSKY. D. Inventions: the uphill road to riches. Money. 1976. June.
66·70.

Creativity. Mainliner. 1977. July. 25·31.
DREVDAHL. SE. Factors of importance for creativity. Journal of Clinical

Psychology. 1956. 12.21·26. \

EICHENBERGER, R.J. The development and validation of a judging instru· •
ment to evaluate creative products in physics (Doctoral dissertation.
University of Northern Colorado. 1972). Dissertation Abstracts tntetne
tional. 1972.33. 6196A. (University Microfilms No. 73·10. 1977).

GAMBLE. A.O. Committee report on criteria of creativity. In The third (1959)
University of Utah research conference on the identification of creative
scientific talent. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press. 1959.

GILFILLAN. S.c. Invention and the patent system. Washington. DC: U.S.
Government Printing Office. 1964.

GOWAN. J.c. Deoetopment of the creetioe individual. San Diego: Knapp.
1972.

GUILFORD. J.P. Creativity. American Psychologist. 1950.5.444·454.
GUILFORD. J.P. Intelligence. creativity. and their educational implica'

tions. San Diego: Knapp. 1968.
HELSON. R. Experiences of authors in writing fantasy: two relationships

between creative process and product. Journal of Altered States of
Consciousness. 1978. 3. 235·248.

HENLE. M. The birth and death of ideas. In Gruber. HE" Terrell. G. [,
Wertheimer. M" (eds.), Contemporary approaches to creetice thinking.
NYC: Atherton Press. 1963.

HUXTABLE. A.L. Architecture. In Kronenberger. L. (ed.). Quality: its image
in the arts. NYC: Atheneum. 1969.

JAHN. G.R. The aesthetic theory of Leo Tolstoy's "what is art?" Journal of
Aesthetics arid Art Criticism. 1975. 34. 59·65.

JACKSON. PW. [, MESSICK. S. The person. the product and the response:
conceptual problems in the assessment of cr eativity. Journal of
Personality. 1965.33.309·329.

KOESTLER. A. The act of creation. NYC: Dell. 1964.
LAWAL, B. Some aspects of Yoruba aesthetics. British Journal ofAesthelics.

1974. 14.239·249.
McPHERSON. J.H. A proposal for establishing ultimate criteria for measuring

creative outputs. In Taylor. CW. [, Barron. F. (eds.), Scientific creatil'ity.
NYC: Wiley. 1963.

MALTZMAN. I. On the training of originality. Psychological Review. 1960.
67. 229·242.

MARTINSON. R.A. s SEAGOE. M.v. The abililies of young children.
Washington. DC: Council for Exceptional Children. 1967. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED 019 770)

MASLOW. A.H. Creativity in self-actualizing people. In Anderson. H.H. (ed.) .
.Creativity and its culliuation. NYC: Harper. 1959.

MEDNICK. SA An associative interpretation of the creative process. In
Taylor. C.W. (ed.), Widening horizons in ereatiuity. NYC: Wiley. 1964.



178

Analysis of Creative Products:
Review and Synthesis'

NITSCHE. M. [I need partnership.]lch Brache die Pannerschaft. Bildende
Kunst. 1974. 5. 238·9.

Oxford English Dictionary. Oxford: Clarendon. 1933.
PARNES. ·S.J.. NOLLER. R.B. fj BIONDI. A.M. Guide to creative action.

NYC.: Scribners. 1977.
PERKINS. D.N. Evaluative response to art. In Nodine. e.J. fj Fisher. D.J.

(eds.), Perception and pictorial representation. NYC: Praeger. 1979.
Publishing in education: A statement prepared for the National Institute

of Education by the Association of American Publishers. NYC:
Association of American Publishers. 1971. (ERIC Document Reproduction
Service No. ED 088 410).

Qs and A's: State employee suggestion program. Albany. NY: NY State
Department of Civil Service. 1979.

RHODES. J.M. The dynamics of creativity: An interpretation of the literature
on creativity with a proposed procedure for objective research (Doctoral
dissertation. University of Arizona. 1957). Dissertation Abstracts lnter
national. 1957. 17.96. (University Microfilms. No. 19.286).

RHODES. M. An analysis of creativity. Phi Delta Kappan. 1961, 42. 305·310.
SKAGER. R.W.• SCHULTZ. C.B. fj KLEIN. S.P. Points of view about

preference as tools in the analysis of creative products. Perceptual and
t-totor Skills. 1966.22.83·94.

THOMPSON. V. Music. In Kronenberger. L. (ed.), Quality: its image in the
arts. NYC: Atheneum. 1969.

TAYLOR. e.W. (ed.). The third University of Utah research conference on
the identification of creative scientific talent. Salt Lake City: University
of Utah Press. 1959.

TAYLOR. I.A. The theory of creative transactualization. Buffalo. NY: Creative
Education Foundation. 1972.

TAYLOR. I.A. fj SANDLER. B.J. Use of a creative product inventory for
evaluating products of chemists. Proceedings of the 80th Annual
Convention of the American Psychological Association. 1972. 7.311·312.

TREFFINGER. D.J. fj POGGIO. J.P. Needed research on the measurement
of creativity. Journal of Creative Behavior. 1972.6.253·267.

TREFFINGER. D.J. The progress and peril of identifying creative talent
among gifted and talented students. Journal of Creative Behavior. 1980.
14.20-34.

UDELL. G.G.. fj BAKER. K.G. Exploring new ideas: euery invention and
new product started with an idea. Eugene. OR: The Innovation Center.
University of Oregon. 1978.

UDELL. G.G.. BAKER. K.G. fj O·NEILL. M.F. Guide to invention and
innovation evaluation. Eugene. OR: Experimental Center for the
Advancement of Invention and Innovation. University of Oregon. 1977.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. General information concerning patents.
Washington. DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. 1979.

WARD. w.e. fj COX. PW. A field study of nonverbal creativity. Journal of
Personality. 1974.42.202·219.

WILL. G.F. Patronizing our patrons of the arts. Washington Post. November
30. 1979. AI5.·

Susan P. Besemer. Associate Librarian.
Address: State University College at Buffalo. Butler Library.
1300 Elmwood Avenue. Buffalo. New York 14222.
Donald J. Treffinger. Professor of Creative Studies.
Address: State University College at Buffalo. 1300 Elmwood Avenue. Buffalo.
New York 14222.


